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Abstract

The main focus of my essay is the Gokak movement in the 80s and how the films
that I have chosen from the Kannada film industry Sandalwood have promoted it. Thus
influencing the Kannada language. I would like to focus on the works of Dr. Rajkumar as he
plays a very important role in the movement. However the film Super is an exception as it
is more modern and is not the work of Rajkumar. I chose these so that I can compare them
and answer the question “To what extent do the films Mayura and Super in Sandalwood

promote the Gokak movement and the Kannada language?”

My essay will be focusing on the two movies I have picked that promote the Gokak
movement. The movies that I have picked from Sandalwood are Mayura directed by Vijay
and released in 1975. “Super” directed by Upendra and released in 2010. I will be
investigating these films by looking at how the films use mise en scene to promote the
Gokak movement as well as the Kannadalanguage. What I have provided in my essay in
order to answer the question is the works of Rajkumar and Upendra. I will be looking at
how much the two films promote the Movement thus the Kannada language. In this essay |
found out to what extent the films promote the Gokak movement. Before the analysis Super
seems to promote the Gokak movement hence the language more than Mayura. However,

after the analysis both the movie tend to promote the movement to a similar extent.
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Research Question

To what extent do the films Mayura and Super in Sandalwood promote the Gokak

movement thus the Kannada language?

Introduction

In 1980s, the language of Karnataka was facing problems due to the fact that it was being

neglected thus making the culture fall apart. As for that there rose a movement that marked

salandmark decision that fought in Karnataka with respect to the language and its priority

¥ (Gokak Agitation: An Example of Victory for Kannada | Filmysphere). The name of the rightful

movement was the “Gokak Chaluvali” which translates to the “Gokak Agitation”. The
movement was named after V. K. Gokak, the head of the committee. Vinayaka Krishna
Gokak, born on August 9, 1909 was a major writer in Kannada and also was a scholar of
English and Kannada literature. Among seven recipients of jnanpith Award for Kannada

language, V. K. Gokak took the fifth place for his epic, Bharatha Sindhu Rashmi. Bharatha

, Sindhu Rashmi is known to be the longest epic in any language in the 20th century
\// (Ellakavi). Dr. Rajkumar was a great and popular actor in Sandalwood and still very well

/i known among the young crowd. When Dr. Rajkumar passed away Bangalore agitated

A

\ violently, Bangalore exposed a face that no outsider had seen before due to the outrage

,% (Nayak). Outside to the world Dr. Rajkumar was simply an actor dominated the

Sandalwood film industry (which is the Kannada film industry) for five decades, however
he was a path for a number of Kannadigas leading to hope and success to fulfil “the absence
of a dedicated political movement for the cause of Kannada and local culture” (Rajkumar

and Kannada Nationalism)

Before the successful start of the Gokak movement, Vijay directed a Kannada
historical dramatic film in 1975, named Mayura. This film was one of Dr. Rajkumar’s most
popular films. The film is based on the Prince of Mayurasharma, Mayura who is played by
Dr. Rajkumar. The film illustrates the life of a young Brahmin Mayura, as he discovers his
royal heritage and his duty to ascend to the throne of the Pallava kingdom. The film

indicates all the cultural aspects of Karnataka and also shows the history ofit. (Puneeth

A&

/ :



Rajkumar)

After the Gokak movement the results were very successful, Karnataka had gained
the proper respect to the language and its priority. However, around 30 years later the
movement was no longer strong as before and the language of Karnataka was losing it’s
priority mainly to Hindi and English. That was when Upendra, one of the most recent
famous Kannada actors/directors decided to direct a film that would promote the Gokak
movement hence the Kannada language. The film was released without a title on the 3rd
December 2010, but title of the film was depicted form the symbol on the posters by the
audlence The film partly takes place in the future of India where the year is 2030. Even

/though it takes place in a futurist India, the significance of the culture and the priority of
the Kannada language is much higher than the present day. The film illustrates the life of
Subhash Chandra Gandhi {acted by Upendra) and how he struggles to over come obstacles
to reunite with his wife and at the same time to improve Karnataka as well as India. Thus
promoting the Gokak movement and Kannada language. The film keeps the audience

watching by keeping them curious and thrilled.



Approach to the Research Question

My approach to the research question will be mainly focused on the film techniques
and the elements being used to promote the movement as well as the language. Therefore |
will be looking at the mise en scene from the films, as the composition, sets, props,
costumes, and lighting might reveal something significant to the audience. I plan to back up
my analyses with some of the theories that I might have come up with or theories from
other people with the film techniques, film elements hence the mise en scene from the films
I have chosen. | will compare the two chosen film and to extent they promote the Gokak
movement thus the Kannada language. | will additionally look into the films those have

suppressed the Gokak movement and the defamed the priority of the Kannada language.

Body - Analysis of the Films
Mise En Scene
i. Costumes

In 1975, before the successful start of the Gokak movement the film “Mayura” was
released to give the movement a kick start. Mayura is a historical dramatic film directed by
Vijay. The film shows the struggles of a young Brahmin Mayura as he discovers his royal
heritage and his duty to ascend to the throne of the Pallava kingdom. The focus of the film
Mayura is that, to gain what you desire you must fight for it with your heart and not with
the force of other or duty. Freedom does not come with granted you must fight for it and
achieve it. The film starts of with Kushti, which is a traditional wrestle, where Mayura faces
his first obstacle. When the champion wrestler defeats all the other wrestlers, Mayura
appears and accepts the challenge to defeat the champion wrestler. The costume Mayura
was wearing at that time was Brahmin'’s clothes whereas the wrestler was wearing
wrestlers’ shorts. The audience of the fight were laughing at Mayura because he was a
Brahmin//\/ho challenged the champion wrestler with very litter experience.
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it does not link with the Gokak movement as they don’t resemble anything in particular.
Nevertheless, in the film Super some of the props Upendra used resembled Karnataka and

reflected the Gokak movement. One of the very first props that are not only symbolic but

also patriotic was the Indian soil.

(Upendra)

When one of the employees takes advantage of Subhash by giving him England soil and
says that it is Indian soil, Subhash straight away finds out that he is lying and gives him a
long lecture. When the employee asks what the difference between the soils are, Subhash
gives him two small cuts in both of the employee’s hands and pours the soil as a healing
agent. According to the employee the Indian soil was nice and soothing and cooled down
the cut on his hand. Where as, the English soil simply made his injury even more painful.
Subhash says that the Indian soil is great due to the history that took place on it. This tells
the audience that you should never forget where we came from and you should not get
influenced by others. This links with the Gokak movement because the main purpose was
to show the people who we truly were and that we should never forget our culture or the

I;r}g/uage to due other influences.
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Relevance of the films

The two films have achieved the purpose of promoting the Gokak movement thus the
 Kannada language to some extent. On the other hand there are few things in the film that
b/ either diminish the movement or does not promote it. The film Mayura is a historical film
filled with tradition therefore enhancing the cultural and other aspects that defines

... Karnataka. However, the film mostly indirectly promotes the movement making it hard for
/ .
> | theaudience to relate it to the movement straight away. This was mainly due to the

i

. >
mentality the peog_le had in the 1970s towards film. B@re the 7@ people in India E -

re

considered film mainly as entertainment. Later gn-around the 60s, moral messages w
Im i3 e

being added in films to show the audience that fi en just entertainment. Due to #

this fact any review or critics a movie would get would only be on how the actor acted or

how good the story was. The review or critics did not talk about films in an analytical film
style because the subject film was not introduced in an intellectual analytical way. Even if it
was introduced it was not conventional. Due to this mentality the directors did not address
) the social events directly in their films, as it would cause controversies. This would then
V/ cause bad reputation to the directors and the actors acting in those films leading them to
lose end their career. (Puttaswamy) Since Dr. Rajkumar was one of the leading actors in the
Karnataka film industry, he managed to prevent any controversies. Dr. Rajkumar and Vijay
might have prevented any controversy in addressing the Gokak movement by issuing the
Movement in a very indirect way with mise en scene such as lighting and costumes. Making
the audience relate to it in a subconscious way. The film Mayura address the Gokak
movement in some parts, while the rest of the film depicts the non-fictional story of Mayura

and how he strives to get back his throne, as he is the rightful heir.

The film Super is a dramatic suspense film, which partly takes places in the future.
The film is filled with patriotism and anti corruption in Karnataka hence India. Since the
film is very patriotic it would naturally seem that the film is promoting the Gokak
movement thus the Kannada language to a large extent. However the film mainly focuses
on the whole India and not only Karnataka. An example of this can be seen in the scene
where Subhash shows the true power of the Indian soil compared to the England soil. He

explains the in} portanceof the Indian soil, through the history that took place on it. This
y

/"f/
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scene would fall under the mise en scene topic, props. However, that scene shows the
metaphorical link with the awareness of the Gokak movement. Other similar patriotic
props were used during the price winning game show arranged by Subhash. Subhash sets
the game show during midnight on the 14th of August (15th of August), which is the
Independence Day. To commemorate that day, Subhash arranges games those resembled
the torchers the British gave to the Indians before their independence. Nevertheless,
Upendra also shows the relevance of the Kannada language and address the Gokak
vement with the use of language. This can be seen in the beginning of the film where

i\ybg»f’Z/Oery011e in the Bangalore airport speaks fluent Kannada without a single use of any
English words. Later on, when the tourist asks the chief minster for help, the chief minster
calls a taxi for the tourist. The chief minster refers to the taxi driver as uneducated because
he can only speak fluent English and no Kannada. Upendra shows that being educated does
not mean talking fluent English, it means knowing your own mother tongue language (in
this case Kannada). This scene relates to most films in the Sandalwood industry and the
lifestyle and mentality of people in Karnataka. In the recent times it has become impossible
for Sandalwood to produce a film without using English words. This is mainly because
some words in Kannada have been substituted with English words. This links to how the
Kannada language and culture have been influenced. The mentality of the Kannadigas
(people who live in Karnataka) links with what Upendra shows, about not being able to
speak Kannada. In the recent years Kannadigas feel inferior if they don’t speak good or
little English. People also tend to get more respect if they tend to speak English than

Kanna(;a. Upendra tries to show the audience that this is not true by having a scene about it

i;hf’/film.
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Conclusion

The film Mayura and Super both have similar aim towards addressing the Gokak
movement thus the Kannada language. Both Upendra and Vijay have managed to raise
awareness about the cultural influence to some extent in these films and how we could

V//possibly overcome them. However the film Mayura addresses the Gokak movementin a
very indirect way due to controversy. On the other hand the film Super addresses the
Gokak movement hence the Kannadalanguage in a verydirect way. Upendra achieved this
with no or few controversy because the mentality of the people in Karnataka changed over
time. In the beginning of the analysis it seemed as though if Super would promote the
Gokak movement thus the Kannada language more than Mayura, as Super is a patriotic
film. However, during and after the analysis my hypothesis became invalid, as Super was
addressing the whole India than only Karnataka. The film Super mainly focused on showing
the corruption in India and how it could be resolved. While trying to show that, Upendra
addressed the culture and language in Karnataka therefore promoting the Gokak
movement to some extent. On the other hand Mayura seem as though ifit would not
supportthe Movement as much but after the analysis it proved to promote the Gokak

move:17/to some extent with the use of mise en scene.
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